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Africa Solar Facility: Catalysing Tailored Financing for Productive Use of Solar 

29 October 2025, 11:15 - 12:30 hours (IST)  

Registration link: https://registration.isaassembly.org 

This session will spotlight the Africa Solar Facility (ASF) as a catalytic platform to unlock financing 
for solar deployment across Africa. It aims to bring together Governments, Donors and 
Development Finance Institutions to align on tailored solutions that reduce risk and accelerate 
clean energy investment. By highlighting potential high-impact models such as Nigeria’s 
Distributed Renewable Energy Fund and solar pump program, the discussion will illustrate how 
ASF can mobilize local currency financing and foster private sector participation to help empower 
Africa to build its own energy future. 

 

Background 

Global Solar Facility 

The Global Solar Facility (GSF) anchors the Catalytic Finance Hub, a USD 200 million initiative aimed at 

unlocking private capital for solar energy in underserved regions across Africa, APAC, and Latin 

America & the Caribbean (LAC) by offering blended finance instruments such as payment guarantees, 

insurance, and concessional capital. GSF reduces investment risk and bridges the market entry gap. Its 

phased deployment begins with the Africa Solar Facility (ASF), followed by regional facilities in APAC 

and LAC, creating a global platform for scaling solar investments through blended finance and 

partnerships 

Africa Solar Facility (ASF)  

Africa possesses extraordinary solar potential but only receives about 1% of total global solar 

investment, a stark gap driven by persistent financing challenges such as high-perceived risks, and the 

inadequacy of tailored financial solutions. To overcome these barriers, the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA) announced the Africa Solar Facility (ASF), a catalytic platform designed to unlock capital and 

accelerate solar deployment across the continent. ASF aims to create innovative financing 

mechanisms that make solar projects bankable and scalable, enabling Africa to harness its abundant 

solar resources to achieve energy access and climate goals. 

Thematic Session on ASF 

The session will convene Government, Donor Agencies, Development Finance Institutions (DFIs), and 

Private Sector to highlight ASF’s strategic relevance and early successes. The discussion will focus on 

how Africa can now build its own future by mobilizing local currency financing and bringing together 

Private Sector players from across the continent. It will offer a unique opportunity to understand ASF’s 

operational model, engage in shaping its next phase, and identify pathways for collaboration. 

Together, ASF creates a unified platform where governments align financing with national goals, 

Donors and DFIs drive measurable impact, and the private sector unlocks scalable, bankable 

opportunities to shape Africa’s solar future.  

https://registration.isaassembly.org/
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Local Financing 

ASF is driving a paradigm shift toward local currency financing, reducing exposure to foreign exchange 

risks and strengthening domestic capital markets. By engaging insurance companies and local financial 

institutions, ASF is unlocking long-term, sustainable investment from within African economies. This 

approach not only enhances financial resilience but also ensures that solar infrastructure development 

is rooted in local ownership and aligned with national economic priorities. 

Country Platforms 

A prime demonstration of ASF’s potential is the Nigeria Distributed Renewable Energy Fund, a USD 

500 million partnership launched by ISA, the Nigeria Sovereign Investment Authority (NSIA), Africa50, 

and Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), designed to mobilize local currency financing  and other 

domestic institutional investors creating a replicable model for country-specific funds across Africa. 

Complementing this, the upcoming solar pump program will highlight ASF’s ability to support 

productive-use technologies that enhance agricultural resilience, further reinforcing its role in 

accelerating scalable and context-specific solar deployment across the continent. 

 

Project Pipeline 

ASF is curating a diverse pipeline of solar projects across distributed renewable energy, mini-grids, and 

productive-use initiatives. Selection of projects is based on their scalability, financial viability, and 

alignment with national energy access goals. Each initiative is designed to serve as a replicable model 

adaptable to different national contexts, demonstrating ASF’s capacity to deliver high-impact, 

investment-ready opportunities that can accelerate solar deployment across varied settings. 

Expected Outcome  

The session will present the Africa Solar Facility (ASF) as a catalytic platform to accelerate solar 

deployment across Africa by aligning financing with national priorities, reducing investment risks, and 

unlocking scalable opportunities across distributed renewable energy, solar-powered agriculture, and 

other productive uses that directly benefit communities. 

Through this discussion, we seek to: 

 Disseminate ASF’s catalytic role in solar deployment across Africa 

 Explore customised country-specific financing models to reduce risk and scale clean energy 

investments 

 Invite other African countries, in addition to Nigeria, to join the facility 

 Excite the private sector to build a pipeline of investible projects beyond DRE mini grids 

We also want to demonstrate strong political and institutional commitment to advance clean energy 

investment, while offering stakeholders a strategic gateway to shape ASF’s next phase and unlock 

Africa’s vast solar potential for improving livelihoods and standard of living. 
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Agenda 

Time Agenda Item Speakers/Panellists 

11:15 – 11:20 
Opening Remarks - Setting the tone: ASF 
as a strategic enabler 

ISA Representative 

11:20 – 11:35 
Presentation on Africa Solar Facility – 
Driving Tailored Financing for Africa’s 
Solar Future (Updates and Plans) 

ISA Representative 

11:35 – 12:20 
Panel Discussion on Africa Solar Facility: 
Catalysing tailored financing for 
productive use of solar 

Moderator:  

 Ms Puja Tewary, India Lead, 
Environment Program, Bloomberg 
Philanthropies 

 Panellists: 

 Central African Republic: H.E. Mr 
Piri Arthur Bertrand, Hon'ble 
Minister, Ministry of Energy 
Development and Water 
Resources 

 Ghana: H.E. Mr Richard Gyan-
Mensah, Hon'ble Deputy Minister, 
Ministry of Energy & Green 
Transition 

 Mauritius: H.E. Mr Patrick Gervais 
Assirvaden, Hon'ble Minister, 
Ministry OF Energy and Public 
Utilities  

 Nigeria: H.E. Mr Adebayo 
Adelabu, Hon'ble Minister, 
Federal Ministry of Power  

 Uganda: H.E. Mr Sidronius Opolot 
Okaasai, Hon'ble Minister of State 
for Energy, Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Development 

 Groupe Agence Française de 
Développement (AFD): Ms Lise 
Breuil, Country Director - India 

 Africa50: Bendjin Kpeglo, Advisor 
to CEO 

 Husk Power Systems: Nikhil 
Murarka, COO  

12:20 – 12:30 Audience Q&A & Closing remarks ISA Representative 

 

 

 


